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Introduction:

The avifaunal diversity of Bastar District is very rich. Our
previous studies had revealed that there is a presence of 325
species (Chandra et al., 2015; Dutta, 2017). This includes
resident as well as migratory birds. Amongst the Owls and
owlets, most of the species are resident like Spotted owlet,
Jungle Owlet, Wood owl, Scops owl, Indian Eagle-owl.
However, the sighting of Brown-fish owl is very rare. The
First author is frequently observing this Brown fish owl
since 2014 in early summer at adjacent to a nallah (Ganesh
Bahar ). The Brown-fish owl is a fish owl species in the
family known as Strigidae. The distribution of Brown Fish-
owl (Bubo zeylonensis) isrestricted towards the south of the
Himalaya to Sri Lanka, Middle East, China, and Southeast
Asia. This species is listed as least concern, but the
population is gradually declining due to habitat loss
(BirdLife International, 2015). Its habitat consists of
deciduous, semi-deciduous, open evergreen forests, well-
wooded lowlands, and sacred groves, mostly in lowlands
(Ali & Ripley, 1987) It's prominent identifying
characteristics are the prominent ear tufts and upperparts
are rufous-brown and heavily streaked. Its Underparts are
pale fulvous with fine, pale brown to rufous cross-bars, bold
black shaft-streaks, and finer brown barring. Eyes are
golden yellow. The bill is pale greenish-grey, and dusky on
the upper ridge and tip. Its featherless feet are yellow. Body
size, itranges from 48 to 61 cm, its weight ranging from 1.1 to
2.5 kg (2.4 to 5.5 Ib). Females are often larger and heavier
than males (Grimmett et al., 1999). Brown-fish owls feed
mainly on fish, frogs, and crabs, but will also take rodents,
birds, reptilesand large beetles.

The breeding season is generally from November to
March. The Brown-fish owl can breed in a variety of
habitatsincluding sacred groves, and to nestin old trees like
mangoand otherlarge trees.

Ourobservation:

Our frequent tracking for bird watching starts from 6
o'clock in the morning to 4 o'’clock evening during which we
cover almost 4 to 5 kilometer area of Ganesh Bahar Nala.
Our earlier tracking already documented more than 100

species from this area only. Brown-fish-owls were seen in
the study area for the last 6 years, but we never noticed the
nest and juveniles of this species. Thus, we were not sure
aboutitsresidential status (migratoryorresident). On 15
March 2020, we started tracking for bird watching from 6
oclock in the morning from the Kurandi jungle towards
Ganesh Bahar nala. At about 12 o’clock suddenly heard a
loud human’s calls from East to Ganesh Bahar nallah inside
the jungle. Within no time reached the spot, where we
found 4 minor boys with one young man, putting two
Brown-fish owls juveniles, wrapping in cloth (towel) to take
them to their house. Immediately rescued them by saying
them that these are the ornaments of jungles. After a little
persuasion, they agreed to leave both juvenile owls to their
nest in an old tree nearby (Plate-2). We both the authors
spent a little bit of time there to ensure their safety. We
observed both of the parent owls flying nearby trees,
making the sound from their beak to scare us, to get away us
from the site. We maintained some distance from the spot
and planned to protect them from the villagers. We kept
watching on both the juveniles till their feathers grew up
and they started flying. Till 23 March 2020, we found both of
them were not there in the nest we didn't trace their parents
alsoin thatvicinity then.

Plate-1: Two rescued juveniles of Brown-fish owl
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Conclusion:

Marks et al. (1999) stated that owls like Brown-fish owl
reuse the same next site again and again. Ali and Ripley
(1987) also reported that the breeding season of Brown-fish
owl starts from November to March, but as late as April in
Sri Lanka. Our observation for the breeding season of this
bird also supports the same period. The present observation
may act as a piece of baseline information for further
breeding studies of owlsin the Bastardivision..
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